IpO                         SOCIAL  EQUALITY.

the character and conduct of human beings depend
to a great extent upon circumstances, which are acci-
dental in the sense that they are circumstances other
than the original endowment of the individual. In
this sense, maternal love, for example, is unjust.
The mother loves her child because it is her own,
not because it is better (though of course it is better)
than other children. So, as Adam Smith, I think,
observed, we are more moved by our neighbour's
suffering from a corn on his great toe than by the
starvation of millions in China. In other words, the
affections, which are the great moving forces of
society, are unjust in so far as they cause us to be
infinitely more interested in our own little circle
than in the remoter members of humanity known to
us only by report. Without discussing the "justice"
of this arrangement, we shall have, I think, to admit
that it is inevitable. For I, at least, hold that the
vague and vast organism of humanity depends for its
cohesion upon the affinities and attractions, and not
vice versd. My interests are strongest where my
power of action.is greatest. The love of mothers for
children is a force of essential value, and therefore
to be cultivated rather than repressed, for no force
known to us could replace it. And what is pre-
eminently true in this case is, of course, true to a
degree in others. Burke stated this with admirable